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_ Mir. William Marſh, Mr. Willzam Pyſing, 
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STEWARDS, 


For the Honourable Soczety of 
the Natives of the County 
of KENT. 


GENTLEMEN, 
| has you will be pleas 'd to P34 
what I bave here Publiſh'd at 
your Requeſt (Command, I ſhou'd have 
ſaid) to Excuſe my Self, from run- 
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© Dedication. 


ning into a Place "where I aruer de- 
frgn'd to be, viz. The Preſs. 
However, if it prove of any (even 
the leaſt) Service to Religion, the 
Honour of God, or to the promote 
the Good and Laudable Ends of your 
Society, twill be SatisfaFion enough 
to bim, who it, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Your Afﬀectionate Countrey-man, 


Elward Brown. 


And Humble Servant, 


, 
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2 Epiſtle of St. Peter. Chap. I. v. 7. 


m=—— And to Patience, Godlineſs; and to 
Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs; and to Bro- 
therly Kindneſs, Charity. 


F we enquire into the circumſtances of the 
Time in which the Apoſtle wrote this 
Epiſtle, we ſhall find the Church of Chriſt 
to be ſadly over-run with Hereſies and Athe- 
i/m; the Apoſtle calls *em, in the next 
Chapter, Damnable Hereſfies, fach as over-turn'd 
the very Foundation of Religion: Even as he 2 chap...y. 
ſays, denying the very Lord that Bought them. And 
theſe (as they always are) accompany'd with a 
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2 chap.g.v. 


V. I 4. 


V. 14» 


nas f 


2. Chap. 


great diſſolution of Manners : For ſo thoſe Here- 
ticks are deſcribed in the Second Chapter and 
Ninth Verſe, Walking after the Fleſh, in the luſt of 
Uncleanneſs ; and v. 14. Having Eyes full of Adultry, 
apa that = not degfe FFom $i; Afd to _ 
Nartind raQtices. and Opinzwn, they had-ad- 
ded alſo great Obiflnacy and-Peryerſhefs, railing 
againſt Superiors, and deſpiſing al] Controul and 
Government, as they are ſet forth in this Epiſtle, 
and that of St. Jude, which 1s, as it were, but 
a Tranſcript of this. The defign therefore of 
the Apoſtle in this Epiſtle, was to Fence againſt 
all theſe-Intonveniencies, and ro Arm the Church 
of Chriſt againſt the aſſaults of theſe Miſcre- 
ants; that having, as St. Pa! adviſes in the 6th 
of the Epheſians, Their Loins girt about with Trath, 
they might be. able to ſtand in ſach evil times, againſt 
the wiles of the Devil. 

When {ſo mariy Wolves wetfe abroad, there 
was no ſecurity for the Flock, but within the 
Fold, and under the dire&ion of the Shepherd; 
Straglers ev'ry day becoming an eaſy Prey to 
thoſe Deccivers, whoſe greateſt Art conliſted v.14. 
In beguiling nnſteblt Souls. The danger therefore 
of Miſcarrying being fo great,” the Apoſtle had 
great.feaſon to \cohclude his Letter with that 
Advice inthe 3d Chap, and 17 v. Beloved, /ceig 
ye knew theſe things before, beware left ye atſo, being 
led away with the Error of the Wicked, fall from your 
own fiegfeſineſs, As likewiſe in the beginnin 
to; Adviſe the Chriſtians to Arm themſelves wit 
thos Y ertuesof Faith, and Kyorltdge,and Patience, 
and Temperance, and td add to theſe Goadlineſs, 
: Brotherlys 
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Brotherh-kinneſt, and* Charity; in the 'due'and 
conftant -exertife of 'which, they ſhowd Ve proof, 
3Þaigſt” all *poſſbility of being SeduTd, either 
into Hereſie, or Atheiſm, as he tells them in the 
10 v. If ye do theſe things, 22 ſpall. never fall. 
It 'being theh but too /apparent, That, our pre-. 
{ht Circumſtances may very well admit of the 
fame Caution and Advice; I thought it would 
not- be improper to offer it to You, Gentlemen, 
as Societie, that, T perſwade my ſelf, is wil- 
ling to Encourage, by yoar. .Exargple, not only 
thoſe Chriſtian Vertues of Brocherly-kindneſs and 


A 
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Charity; but thoſe alfa of Piety and Good Manzers., 


To which end I have pitch'd. upon ao more 
than Three of theſe Divine Yertues,recommended 
here by St. Peter, to the-Chriſtians of his Time; z 
the due Pradtice of which, F am of opinion, will 
be of admirable Advantage 0. the Cauſe of True, 
Religion in Theſe: "An ritis T fay the rather, be-- 
cauſe I look upon all thoſe horrid Priaciples of. 
Atheiſm and Prophaneſs,,and rhe vile Praftices; gf, 
Libertines (now ſo commod!) to; lave ariſeng.in. 
a great meaſure, from our Quarrels and Anime-- 
ſites about Relrgion, and conſequently fron! the, 
great negle& of thoſe Divine Vefttues here re- 
corrymended by St. Peter, ih the Text... , 

- In fpeaking therefore” ro theſe Words,. I ſhall : 
do theſe Three thjngs. >. wi 
Fe. I ſhall Explain the meaning of theſe Vertues. 


IL. Show you of how great Tmportange the Pra- 
Tice of them: is, 'with reſpett tg; theſe Times. 
"HE. 1 thall Apply themro the preſent Occaſion. 
C4311 H; Firſt, 
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Firſt, Then of the. Meaning, of theſe Vertues. 
" And ro.begin with the. Firſt, Godlineſs, Now 
by this : we are. 'to uiderſtand - fome particular 
part of Piety to..be meant ; and not, as *tis often 
taken, for the whole Complex:gf Religion, con- 
taining all the. Chriſtian and Moral Yertues. For 
here tis- plainly mention'd but as one of ”em. 
The word in_the Original: is woicae: whichipro- 
perly ſignifies arizht Worſhip, and very common- 
ly Piety, as it has reſpect alone to the: Honour 
and Glory of God: . And io the meaning of the 
Apoſtle may be,. That” to their Patience, and 
othir Vertues, which he mention'd before, they 
ſhow'd take care to add Godlineſs, i.e. a great and 
fervent Zeal and Concern for the Honour of God, 
in oppoſition to the Prophaneſs and outragious 
Blaſphemics of. the Atheſtical Scoffers of thoſe 
Times, who- made it. their buſineſs to Ridicule 


- ſome of the greateſt Myſteries of Religion, Spea- 


king Evil of things, as the Apoſtle obſerves, which 
they underſtood wot : And this is an Interpretation 
whictr not” only. the word it ſelf, but the deſign 
of the” Apoſtle doth very well warrant ; no time 
being more. proper for -the recommendation of 
ſuch a Vertue, than that, wherein, through-the 
Looſneſs of ſome, and the Indifferency of others, 
Religion every day. Suffer'd, and God was Dif- 
honour'd:; | 
And then for the other two Vertues, Brotherly- 
kindneſs and Charity, there will be but little dif- 
ficultie jn Explaining them, 1 
'By the 'Firft the Apoſtle meaning the Aﬀe- 
Rion/ and, good Will, the Tendernels and Love 
5 a | which 
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which one Chriſtian Brother - ow*d to'another ; 
a greater {increaſe of 'which 'he deſires them to 
{hew forth-at that time, ſo full of the Conten- 
tions and- Diviſions ' of the Genti/e and Jewiſ? 
Converts, about the neceffity- of Obſerving the 
Meſaical Inſtitutions. , 

And by the Second, Charity, he intends the 
officiouſneſs, and readinefs' of a Chriſtian, not 
only to Forgive, but to do Good to his Enemies. 
That is, he wou'd have them not only love, and 
be..kind and tender-Hearted one to another, to 
thoſe of the ſame Faith and Profeflion with them- 
ſelves ;-.but-to thoſe: alſo, that moſt Differ'd from 
them ; yea, even to them; that were profeſt and 
ſworn Enemies to them and their Religion too. 
For thus. Groties, 1n his Poſthamous Annotations 
upon this -Place, Expounds' theſe two Vertues; 
The firſt he' calls Dilettionvem eorum qui pariter 
Chriſtiani ſant ; and the other, DilefFionem erga 
omnes FHomines ettam non Chriſtianss. Andhaving 
thus Explain'd' theſe Vertues, fo'carneſtly re- 
commended by Sr.- Peter to the'Chriſtians of His 
time, I-come-now to fpeak to the Second Point. 

_ That is, To ſhew. youof what great conſequence 
and *1mportange,' the: Pratice: of theſe Vertues 
will prove with reſpe& to.ours. | 

And ſurely-we-that labour under the ſame Di- 
ſeaſe, have but too much need of applying the 
ſame Remedy. : 

For t0 ſpeak -0f the Firſt, Godlineſs. As it im- 
plies a Zeal, and: Concern for: the Glory' of” Al- 
mighty God;.and the Honobr .of 'Religian; what 
Tunes, what Age, and. indeed (J/amforry = 

Fl ay 
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ſay it) what Nation'- ftands-in.mote- need of 4 
more than. ordinary Profefſion of -this Vertue, 
than ours? ,Sg that if ever we had any Zeal, or 
Cancera for the, 'Hgnour: of God,, we 6w#ght to 
ſhew.'it ,nowg; when: it i5.attackt or all ſides, - 
the Tongues, and Pens too, 'of infolent and da« 
ring Men: Men: that endeavour 'to 'ſurprize 
the World with ſome. thing! that is- as Extrava- 
gant, as *ris Sinful 3: that hes out- of the Road, 
and above the Imagirdation'of common: and or- 
dinary Blaſphergers :| Men. whoſe: very: Defences 
have.been. more Infamous, : than their Crimes ; 
and the Apologies they have' made' for Vice, 
more proypking than: their :Sins. ' '*Tis eaſie to 
gueſs. what;: ſort! of Perſons are meanit' by this 
Charafter; I,.cou'd.,wih it were not fo; but 
that. it might have been wirh'them, as with 0- 
ther Monſters (whoſe Rarity makes them ſo) 
That but one,. or. two of?em, might appear in 
an ARE... . \ | 
©" Bur alas, like the Plague of Frogs in Eg pr, 
they are come! vp into:all our. Quarters, and are 
heard to Croak in every 'Corner ; and (a$a'Great 
Man once faid of this Plague, upon another ac- 
count) 7 hey fit 4t our T ables, and dip is oar Diſbes, 
and drink in oar Cups, and in ſhort, mingle them- 
ſelves 1s all:places of Converſation; yea, the 
Houſes of God, themſelves are \not free from 
their Intruſion ; for to make the Afﬀront more 
ſignihcant, thither they ſome.timeschuſe'to come 
to-pay, their: Pevoirs to: the'/Devil'; -as if no Place 
were ſo. proper \td:Infult the Divine-'Majeſty, as 
upon His own" Ground. Theſe \ ate- the Men 
: that 
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that, have learnt to add Infidelity to their Sen- 
ſuality, and Prophaneſs to their Lewdnefs; and 
are not contented only to break the' Rules of 
Religion, and Live in contradi&ion to its Com- 
mands, :but they muſt alſo expoſe it; by ended» 
vouring to rally theTruths of it,as Incredible ;and 
its Injunttions, as to Practice, Impoſſible. 

Thus what Sport ({o theſe Mad-men call it) do 
they make with the Articles of the Trinity, the 
Incarnation and ReſurreQtion, with the whole Ht 
ſtory of Miracles recorded in the Holy Scriptures ; 
with the DoErines' of Mortification and Self-de- 
nial, and others? And are not theſe wonderful 
Accompliſhments for Men to value thenifelves 
upon, as tis plain they do, who are guilty of theſe 
horrible Outrages upon Vertue and Religion ? 
For if they did not, why ſhould they be ſo fond 
of letting themſelves into ſuch kind of RefleCtt- 
ons upon all occaſions ; And moſt times roo, when 
they are ſure to Diſpleaſe ? Which therefore can 
never create in the World an opinion of their Wiſe 
dom, whatever it does of their Wit. But then, 
methinks, that is but a poor kind of Wit, that a- 
mongit Wiſe Men ranks its Maſter but in the Ca- 
talogue of Fools. 

I remember itis ſomewhere ſmartly ſaid,by one 
of the Antients, of the Mileſians, That though they 
were no Fools, yet they ſometimes did thoſe things that 
Fools aſe to do; and do not theſe Men deferve the 
Application of this Remark, that notwithſtanding 
all their Wit, play the Fool ſo egregioufly ? For in 
point of Diſcretion, I think, the difference is not 
great, betwixt thoſe that do things Againtt Rea- 

C ſon, 
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ſon, and thoſe that do things Without it. Yea, I 
may venture to ſay, That the beſt ſide of the Di- 
ſtin&ion lies (if on any) moſt certainly on the Na» 
tural's ſide. It may be confeſs'd notwithſtanding, 
That many of theſe- Men have but roo much of 
that Faculty we call Wit, unleſs they knew how to 
make a better uſe of it than they do. For with 
this they ſhine, and lighten, and dazle the Eyes of 
their Admirers, and fo Captivate their Underſtan- 
dings,that betheir Principles never ſo Heterodox, 
or Criminal, yet drelt as they are, in the Orna- 
ments of Art and good Language, they paſs upon 
them for Truths; yea the very Blemiſhes of Vice 
ares by them ſo Artfully diſguis'd, and ſet forth 
with ſuch Charms, that they look like Beauties, to 
thoſe that cannot diſtinguiſh Dawbing from a Na- 
tural Completion. Now *tis an infinite miſchief 
that Men ſo Qualif'd havedone in theWorld,both 
to the diſcountenancing of Vertue, and the encou- 
ragement of Vice: AndI wiſh I cou'd ſay, That 
the vaſt increaſe of Lewdneſs,but eſpecially of Pro- 
phaneſsand Atheiſm, has not been owing to ſuch 
Men: Such Men, I ſay; for Vice never gets cre- 
dit, or increaſe, in the hands and management of 
Fools ; they are but ſorry FaCtors for the Devil,and 
more likely to bring a ſcandal upon Iniquity it ſelf, 
than to give it reputation. But when Men of ex- 
quiſite Parts and Senſe combine to decry Religion, 
or to ridicule the Myſteries and Principles of it, 
they are ſure to have but too many Proſelytes and 
Admurers. 

But tho* the. honour of God and Religion have 
extreamly iuffer'd by theſe Men, yet Ithink it has 


almoſt 
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almoſt ſuffer?'d as much by another Party amongſt 
us; I mean from the Grave and Sober Reaſoners 
(as they are pleas'd to call themſelves) wha are 
willing (they ſay) to embrace any Truth in Reli- 
gion, that appears to them, upon due diſquiſition, 
to be ſuch; but that you muſt pardon them for 
not admitting Paradoxes for DoCtrines, or ſuch 
Speculations, either in Divinity, or any thing elle, 


as are beyond their Abilities to apprehend. 


I remember Laciaz tells us of the great Eprcuras, 
and others, That if any knotty Point were propoſed to 
their Conſideration, they wonla endeavour all they were 


able, to give 4 Rational Solution of the matter ; and if 


they cou'd, well and good ; but if not, they wow'd rejett it, 
with this Dogmatical Determination, 431& ic $ y-- 
Viodu eu varo. *Tis a Lye, and it cannot be. And this 


.1s the Method, theſe very Gentlemen I am ſpea- 


king of, have propos'd to themſelves to follow ; 
for they have made it an Article of their Faith, 
That what they cannot Comprehend, they are not 
bound to Believe. And for this reaſon, the Incar- 
nation of the Son of God, and the Doftrine of the 
Trinity in Vnity, are, among others, daſht out of 
their Creed. 1 do not ſpeak thisof thoſe that de- 
ny all Revelation, for all Myſteries in Religionare 
the ſame with them; that 1s, they are nothing at 
all; but of thoſe who admit of Revelation, but 
yet will not be concluded from thoſe places that 
plainly affirm theſe things, for no other Reaſon, 


. but becauſe they cannot Comprehend *em. 


To all which, I ſhall ſay, at this time, no more 
than this, 'That for the very ſame Reaſon, they 
may diſcard a Thouſand other Truths, of whoſe 

C 2 Reality, 
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Reality notwithſtanding, we have all the De- 
monſtration that both our Reaſon and Senſes are 


-able to give; and yet at the ſame time, are at 4 
$ 


great loſs about their Natures, and the reaſons of 
their Exiſtence. For as the Author of the Book 
of Wiſdom truly obſerves, We hardly Gueſs aright, at 
the things that are upon Earth; and with Labour do 
we find the things that are before us ; Many of thoſe 
Phenomena, that ſeem moſt Obvious, being very 
hard,8 ſome of them impoſlible to be Explain'd by 
the Wit of Man; and can it be a wonder then,that 
ſome things in Religion, that tho? True,ſhou'd yet 
be hard to be Conceiv'd? Butin themean time, 
the honour of Almighty God, and the intereſt of 
Religion, is extreamly prejudic*d by theſe Squah- 
bles, and Libertiniſm and Atheiſm are promoted. 

For whilſt we are contetiding about the Na- 
ture of the Godhead, and the Senſe of thoſe Scrip- 
tures (we both own) upon which our ſeveral Opi- 
nions are founded, theſe Scoffers think they have 
good ground to queſtion their Being ; and, for 
Reaſons beſt known to themſelves, to conclude, 
there 1s none. 

And ought we not, Gezt/emez, to be Concern'd 
for theſe things? Can we patiently ſee the deareſt 
Friend we have in the World Abuſed, and Diſho- 
noured, Vilif'd, and Contetnn'd, by the Tongues 
and Pens of Senſual and Atheiſtical Men, and 
not ſhew fome Reſentment in the caſe? No, if 
any Man love God, he cannot be inſenfible of the 
daily Afﬀronts that are offer*'d Him: It muſt grieve 
him, to fee Him us'd at that vile rate He daily is, 
by thoſe, who notwithſtanding are beholding to 
Him 
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Him for every thing they have. -/The good and 
holy David was ſo nice and tender in this point, 


all; and if it were, it would ſtir us up many 
times to plead the Caufe of God and Religion 

when we hear *emExpos'd by Rold Men, an 

make us nor keep ſilence from goo? Words, when {0 
good a Cauſe calls for our defending it. I donot 
ſpeak this, as if Tthought every Man obliged to 
enter into Diſputes with ſach Men, as often as they 
ſhall give an occaſion ; becauſe I know every Man 
1s not qualified to manage an Argatnent; efpectal- 
ly againſt fuch, who, like So/omor's Sluggard, are 
wiſer generally #n their own Conceits, than ſeven Men 
that can render a Reaſon ; and becauſealſo I very 
well know that they generally chufe to ſingle our 
either the Wicked or the Weak, where what they 
fay, either will not Diſpleafe, or will not be An- 
{wer'd : Bat I think every Man is oblig'd to ſhew 
his Averſion, and to Declare and Proteſt againft the 
Infolence of thefe Wretches, when they Inſult the 
Honour of God, and endeavour to Ridicule _ 
| My lte= 
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Mvſteries of Religion' : Fhis. every Man is able 
to do, without engaging himſelf in a Dr{pute ; 
and this he may do too, perhaps with as much 
Succeſs, as. if he were able-to defend them by 
Mood and Figure : For'a Free and Reſolute'An- 
{wer isasecffeQual ſomerimes to ilencea'bold Man, 
as the moſt Logical ac.d Artificial Argument in the 
World-And I know no reaſon why a Man ſhou'd 
aot Bluntly Anſwer, in Defence of thoſe Truths 
that are moſt times. but Bruitiſhly,Oppos'd. But 
for Perſons of CharaQter and Diſtintion, whom 
God has bleſt. with admirable Parts, and thoſe im- 
prov'd by Learning, I think they cannot ſhew 
their Gratitude to him better, than by Defending 
his Honour, and thoſe Truths he has been pleas'd 
to Reveal, againſt the Attacks of Prophane and 
Rude Men—-Rude Men, I ſay ; for Ill Manners ap- 
parently lies at their Doors, as muchas Irreligion ; 
ſince by breaking in upon thoſe Truths they know 
we have a Value for, they affront us in the moſt 
ſenſible part : For he that needleſly Quarrels, or 
Ridicules my Opinions, plainly tells me to my 
Face, He has but mean thoughts of my Judgment 
and Underſtanding. TIfever therefore it be lawful 
to be zealoutly aftected in a good Cauſe, it is cer- 
tainly in this; for this Cauſe is certainly the moſt 
Glorious that eithera Witty or a Learned Mancan 
be engaged ior; For if Religion be not worth Defend» 
:ng, there ts nothing wort Defending upon Earth. T'o 
ſtand uptherefore in ſucha Caſe, isto fight for God, 
tor Truth : ?Tis another holy War, and part of 
our Profeſſion, as we are the Soldiers of Chriſt 
Jeſus,-and of the Apoſtolical Command,-to Cor- 
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rend earneſtly for the Faith which was once deliver'd to 
the Saints : And he that's aſham'd of this, of him 
ſhall the Son of Man be aſhanid, when he comes in the 
glory of the Father tojudge both the quick and the dead. 

And this brings me to the Conſideration of the 
Second Vertue here recommended by the Apoſtle, 
in the Text.-—Por as the Chriſtians were adviſed 
by St. Peter to add Goadlineſs, 1.e. a Real Concern 
for the Honour of God and Religion, in oppofi- 
tion to the Atheiſtical Scoffers and Lewd Liber- 


Tude 2. 


tines of thoſe Times; ſo are they Brotherly-Kjnd- Second 
xeſs ; by which I told you was meant that Tender. '""<- 


neſs of Aﬀe&tion, Love, and Kindneſs, that Eafi- 
neſs of Behaviour, that readineſs to oblige and 
do good to all of the ſame Faith and Profeſſion 
with themſelves.—-In this Vertue are comprehen- 
ded all the ſweet Intercourſes of Amity.. and 
Friendſhip, together with a Conſtant and an Un- 
wearied Endeavour of Reſcuing Humane Nature 
from all thoſe Wants and Miferies it labours under, 
and thereby Relieving the Neceſſities of the Poor, 
and Freeing them from the Opprefſions of the 
Cruel and Unrighteous. 

And that the more than ordinary Profeſſion of 
this Vertue is of great Importance at this time; IT 
think none will deny, that conſider the great Dy- 
honour and Scandal we bring upon Religion by 
the NegleQ of it.-—Great things are ſaid of -this 
Vertue in the holy Scriptures, and a mighty weighr 
and ſtreſs is laid upon it ; withit we may be almoſt 
any thing, but without it (if we haveall other) St. 
Paul {ays we are nothing at all ; "This hallows all our 
other Duties and Performances : It — 

Alms, 
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Alms, it-makes Acceſs for our Prayers; and, as our 

£17:21 1.41, Bleſſed Saviour faid of one-partichlar Branch of it, 

Makes all things clean to us : Yea, God has been plea- 

{ed tojoyn our Loveto our Brother with our Piety 

to: Him, and: that with ſo indiſſolublea Bond, as to 

. profeſs that be will by-mo- means accept of the One 

1 /o1n4.21:xpithout the Other:; for. as St. Fohz tells ns, T hes 

Commandment have we received from God, That he who 

Jdoveth God, muſt love his Brother alſo—Upon theſe Two, 

N2r22-40,0ur. Saviour ſays, hang all the Law and the Prophets : 

And cherefore nothing is more recommended to ys 

 .n'the' Writings of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, 

than the ſaid: Vertues of Love and Brotherly-Kznd- 

neſs : Nay,” our Saviour makes it the CharaQeri- 

ſtick Note and Badge of Diſcipleſhip ; By thi ſhall 

all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one 

: another. : And-indeed, ſo much is ſaid of this Yer- 

rae, and ſo mightily 1s it preſt upon us, eſpecially 

in the New Teſtament, as if it were the All of Re- 

ligion, and contain'd the whole Duty of Man. 

pſa. 132-1- And doubtleſs, as David lays, *T'ts 4 Bleſſed «nd Joy- 

ful thing far Brethren to dwell together in Unity; and 

pſa. $-. 14. to walk together, not only. fo the Houſe of God as 

Friends, but in Converſation too, to take ſweet Coun 

ſel together, and to be of one Heart, and one Mouth, 

and one Mind; {as far as the common Duties of 

Love and Peacerequire) not only in Religion, but 

-2.144-14e[t1 every thing elſe : Happy are the People'that are in 

ſuch a Caſe, where there 15 no Confuſion, nor Quar- 

relling, nor Complaining 1n the Streets ; and where 

. every one endeavours to follow after the things that 

" make for Peace : This is to have our Converſation as 

it were'in Heaven, and to anticipate one of its rent: 
e 


— 
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eſt Bleſſings and Enjoyments : Nay, when we love 
one another as Brethren, we do the Will of God 
ON Earth in this Particular, as it is done in Heaven. 
We are then ieay94.0. without .a Figure; and 
live the Lives of Angels and glorified Saints. And 
when I have faid thus much, need Ifay any thing 
more to endear ſo great a Yertae to you ? A Vertur 
productive of ſo many and ſo great Bleſſings : For 
the Sacrificing all our Reſentments, the Forgiving 
of Injuries, the Doing Good againſt Eyil, the Re- 
lieving the Oppreſſed, the Supporting the Nece{- 
ſitous;z yea, all the Endearmentsand ſweet Entan- 
glements of Friendſhip, are but the EffeQts of this 
Divine Vertae, and the Fruits of this Grace ——And 
{0 I come to ſpeak of the Third Vertze, that of Cha- 
rity : Add to your Godlineſs Brotherly-kinaneſs, and .,. . 
to Brotherly-kindneſs Charity. | Vertue. 
By which, if youremember, I told you the Apo- 

ſtle meant that Love and Compaſhon, and Readi- 

neſs of doing Good, and ſhewing Mercy to thoſe 

that differ*d from them in Principles of Religion; 

to them that were without as St. Paul's Phraſe is ; that * <=": 5 
is, to the Gentile and Idolatrous Heathen; and to © © 
thoſe that were hardly Chriſtian, the Gnoſticks,—— 

But becauſe there are few or none amongtt us that 

can be the Obje of this YVerrae, as it was prelt by 

the Apoſtle upon the Chriſtians of his Time, we 

muſt endeavour to perſwade you to the Practice 

of jt, with relation to the preſent great DNifterences 

in Opinion about Matters of Religion, and the de- 
plorable Animoſities and Enmities amongſt us,that 

have ariſen from the ſame : For {ince we have 

made one another the Heathen and the Pablican,we 
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ſhall.do Juſtice enough to the Senſe of the-Word, 
and find but too.much occaſion for the Praftice of 
the Grace, 'if we apply it to our own Times. EF 
ſhall therefarexndeavour to preſs this Yertwe upon 
you, upon theſe two following Conſiderations. 

Firſt, From the Excellency and Reaſonablenefs 
of the Yertae it ſelf. 

Secondly, From the Danger and Miſchief we 
ſuffer by the NegleQ of it. 

Firſt, Of che Excellency, &s. 
. Of alltheYerraes of Religion, whether Natu- 
ral or ReveaPd ; yea, of all the Branches of Cha- 
rity it {elf (the moſt excellent of all others) I think 
I may venture to affirm, That this of Freating 
thoſe that differ from us in Sentiments of Religion, 
yea, our greateſt Enemies, with Candor and Aﬀe- 
tion, and in ſpite of all Injuries and Refentments, 
takingall occaſions of doing them good, is the moſt 
glorious and ſhining Quality in the World. There 
are indeed a thouſand other Excellencies in Chri+ 
ftiantty, as are ſufficient to beſpeak the good Opi» 
aion, and command the Homage of Mankind ; but 
10 this our Religion juſtly Triumphs, not only as 
"tis. Excellent but Singular : For tho? before the 
coming of Chriſtianity, the World had been entet=- 
tain*d with many admirable Precepts of Vertue 
and Morality, out of the Schools of the Philoſo- 
phers ; yet nothing of this Nature was ever heard 
of, cithier from the Lyceum of Plato, or the Stoa of 
25:90 :. It muſt be confeſsgd indeed, that ſomething 
like £15, may be met with in the Writings of thoſe 
Heetacn Sages that liv*d ſince our Saviour's time ; 
but &5 "t:zseatie to gueſs, (tho' they had not the In- 
genuity 
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enuity to own it) whence they  borrow?'d thoſe 
Catiaerts that come 1g near the-Principles of 
Chriſtianity; ſoif we look more ncarly into the 
Reaſons upon which they wou'd a the Pra- 
ftice of ?em, we ſhall find them! extreamly.diffes 
rent from thoſe .upon- which. our' Religion” comb 
mands gy aber When theleP hiloſo- 
phers are treating of the Subject and Duty of For- 
giving Injuries, and of notrendering Evil for Evil, 
(for they go no further) they either endeavour to 
perſwade 'em upon {ſuch Prudential Reaſons as 
terminate 1n.Self-Intereſt,' or from a Principle of 
Contempt and Scoxn ;' as if Wiſe Mer' were ot to 
concern themſelves with what Fools did, were it never 
fo injariow ; orelſe from an Opinion of Fatality, 
T hat the Injuriouws caud n0t help being {0, aþd theres 
fore mere n0t to be .regaraed': For thits wefind no 
leſs a Man than the, ftamgaus- Emperaut Autoninis 
often arguing upon this point. But what is this to 
the Heroicalneſs of this Vertue, as tis ſtated-ypon 
the Principles. of: Chriſtianity. 2. What's the not 
rendring Evil for Evil, '(whighyc85/1;faid! before, 
15 the higheſt they pretend to 0) ito doing Gaod 
again{t Evil, and ſeeking all Occaſions, of Recon- 
ciling a Mans ſelf to thofe that differ from: him 
by all the Methgds of Gentlenefs and AﬀeQiion, 
of Love ang. Tenderneſs that. may be?:No+This 
- Was theVertue thatigave ſuck a Luſtre and-Repu» 
tation to our Religion, at its firſt Appearancein the 
World ; by this it triumpiy'd over the Prejudices 
and Intereſts of ſome of -1ts greateſt Enemies ; and 
I may venture to:fay, from a thouſand/Examples, 
made way for its Reception into thoſe hearts that 
| D 2 were 
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were-proof even againſt — viction of Mira- 

5 Þ dwith-th Novelty Bok only, 
but-with -the- Noble Quality of the Yerrue, the 
World knew not how torefiſt it. . 'There was no 
ſtanding out againft ſuch Generous Goodnefs, that 
Forgave and-did Good, at the fame time : For to 
hear Men Praying for the Happineſs of thoſe that 
Tortur'&and Tormented them ; and to' ſee *em 
aCtuallyexerciſing their Charity uponthe very In- 
ſtruments of Cruelty, was ſuch an Argument of 
ſomething that was more than Humane 1n this Ver- 


rae; that neither? the Wickedeft nor the Hardeſt 


Heartscow'd withftand its Violence or Conviction. 
Goalersand Hangmen, vs'd-to Cruelty and Blood 
without relenting,cou'd not yet behold the Charms 
of this Grace, (without ſubmitting to its Unreſiſti- 
ble Addreſſes ;;for many, even of theſe, became 
Mateytsto theft” Truths, at the ſame Inſtant” that 
they were Pefſecuting them in Others. 

7* Have wwe dt need then, Gentlemen, to Revive 
thePrattice of this admirable Grace; and to add 
ro'vur Brotherly-kindneſt Charity, inr an Age. of {0 
much! Enmity*8nd'Hatred, and-thoſe pecafian'd 
partly by: our 'Ufferetices 1n Opinion? 'Eſpecially 
fincenothing'is To likely to conquer the Obſiinacy. 
and triumptover the Prejudices of thoſe that are 
at>the greateſt Diſtance from ys, as the conffati 
Fidaringrhem with all the Candor and AﬀeRtion: 
withall:that Readineſs of Qbliging them by. atl 
A&ts of 'Courteſie and Humanity, and that Offici- 
oufneſs'of doing them all the Good we can, which 
this Grace-will inſpire us withal. I am able; T7 
£939;'1to- ſhew: you from” the Hiſtory of former 
3£71; 117 21013 0:41 | Trmes, 
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Times, that this very Yertwe alone, has done Won- 
ders in Caſesof this Nature—W hen on the contra- 
ry, the Experience of above a hundred Years, has 
taught us that Methods of Severity and Rough» 
neſs, have not been able to bring any over to our 
Sentiments and Opinions ; They have added in- 
deed a keener Edge to our Animoſities, and ſet-us 
at a greater diſtance, by ſowring our Tempers, 
and rendring us mutually Unmerciful-They have 


made us watch for one anothers halting, as the Prophet 7.,. 25,0. 


Jeremiah ſpeaks ; and glad of all Opportunities of 
raiſing the Reputation of our own Party, by lef- 
ſening the Credit of Another : But what have they 
done towards the Uniting us, either in AﬀeCtion 
or Principles ? He that was an Enemy to us, is ſo 
ſtill; and he that thought otherwiſe in Religion 
than we do, has not alter*'d his Mind,. nor made 
any Approaches to ours. Is it not time then to 
change an old Roughneſs of Humour, for the 
Soſtneſles of this charming Yertue, which: carries 
ſo great a force with it as is not-eafily reſiſted ? 
What can we do better in {ſuch Circumſtances, 
than ſtrike in with the Wiſdom of our Governours? 
And ſince they have' thought it beſt for the Com- 
mon Good, to grant a Liberty of Conſcience, that 
we ſhou'd do 1o too; and not any longer treat 
thoſe as Enemies who differ from us in Opinion, be- 
cauſe we have been pleas'd, for noother Reaſon, to 
eſtcem them ſo.? And this we ſhall be-induced to 
do the ſooner, if we conſider that thoſe bitter Pre- 
judices we have one againſt another for differences 
1n Opinion, ſeem'to owe their being to ſomerhing 
of Pride: For he that differs from us; virtually 
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condemns the Choice we have made; and by Thinking 
and Believing otherwiſe than we do, plainly concludes ns 
in the wrong ; and this we cahnot bear, becauſe by ſo d6d- 
ing, we imagine they call in queſtion our Wiſdom, and 
have a'mean Opinion of our Judgment. But if this were 
a ſvfficient ground for our Diſpleaſure, 7 do not ſee how 
*tis poſſible that Peace ſhould be maintain'd in the World 
upon-any Account : for in all other things, as well asRe- 
ligion, nothing is more common than diverſities of Opi- 
nion and Judgment ; which yet does not make us fall to- 
gether by the Ears, or Uneaſte and Peeviſh, in one ano- 
thers Converſation; and therefore 7 can fee no Reaſon 
why it ſhou'd be ſo in this. 'Tis true, we do not make 
this the Reaſon why we uſe one another fo ill about mat- 
ters of Religion ; but pretend the Honour of God, and 
Charity to our Brothers Soul ;, but in Truth theſe are onl 
Pretences : For tho? either of theſe, and much more bath 
together, wou'd juſtite my Endeavouring to Reclaim a 
Miſtaken Brother, by Methods of Gentleneſs and Mild- 
neſs; yet neither of them will juſtifie my Hating him, or 
Treating him as my Enemy, if he will not, To-do ſo, 
is but Refining upon the preſent Diſcipline of the French 
Monarch; and doing that by Bitter Words, which he is do- 
ing by Cruel Deeds. For he is every day ſending Men to 
the Gallies, and damning them to perpetnal Slavery and 
Impriſonment 3 and all (as he ſays) for the Glory of God, and 
the Salvation of their Souls, 1 do- not ſpeak this, ' as if / 
thought the Members of our Church had been guilty of 
Treating their Adverſaries with more Roughneſs and Se- 
verity than they have ſhew'd to us——No--7 know there 
i5 no compariſon to be made of what we have Done, to 
what we have Suffer'd of that nature; and that not from 
the Tongues and Pens only, but from the Hands of our 
Diſſenting Brethren ; yea, even at thisday, 7 know there 
is a vaſt difference in our Behaviour towards them, and 
theirs to us: But ſince there has been a manifeſt Failure: in 
point of Charity on both ſides, / wou'd preſs the more uni- 
verſal Practice of this Vertue more eſpecially upon the 
Members of our Communion ; that ſo by overcoming Evil 
with 
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with Good, we might arrive to the moſt Elevated Point 
of our Religion, and make the World ſee that we have 
ſpread our Charity as wide as the Goſpel, and in a more 
particular manner than Others, to take into our AﬀeCction 
all that are within the Bounds of Diſcipleſhip. To love 
them only that love us, is ( our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 


being witneſs) but the Vertue of a Publican; and to be Mar. 5. 46. 


kind only to them of the ſame Sentiments and Perſwa- 
ſiogs with our felves, but the Religion of a Phariſee ; yea, 
It is but a kind of ſelt-love,like an admiring our own Ima- 
ges in the Features of another. But the Charity the Apo- 
{tle here recommends, is of ſo extended a nature, that it 
ſcorns to be confin'd within the narrow limits of a Party 3 
it makes the whole World indeed its Province, and every 
Man its Obje& that needs it, *Tis therefore an Argu- 
ment of great Meanneſs and Narrowneſs of Soul, for a 
Man to confine all his Concern and Love to thoſe only of 
his own Opinion and Way : But we then do, and become 
like God, when we widen the Circle, and take in the In- 
tereſt of all our Brethren : He ſheds his kindly Influences 
abroad, and fo ſhow'd we; his Sun and his Rain knows no 
diſtintion of Perſons : And his Spiritual Tenders are no 
leſs Univerſal than his Temporal; for He offers his Grace 
to all, all are invited by his Spirit to Repentance ; His Pro- 
miſes and Threatnings, his Mercies and Judgments con- 
cern all : And ſhou'd we not then, that Endeavour, or ra- 
ther are Commanded to be like him, imitate him alſo in 
this, in doing all the good we can, and fhewing all Kind- 
neſs and Tenderneſs, even to thoſe that are at the greateſt 
diſtance from us either in Aﬀection or Principles ? To do 
this indeed, is to fulfil the Goſpel of Chriſt; and, as we 
bave opportunity to do good unto all Men. To do this, is in- 
deed, as St. Paul adviles,1 Theſ.3.12. To increaſe and abound 
in love one towards another, and towards all Men; and to fol- 
low that which is good both among our ſeives and otbers, as hc 
has it, 1 Theſ.5.15. Andif we were able by theſe to re- 
concile the Aﬀettions of our Brethren to us, tho? we coud 
not their Priciples;. this wou'd be a Victory worth con- 
tending for; ſince 18: wou'd cffectually put a ſtop to that 
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Bitterneſs and Wrath which have given our common 
Enemy ſo great Advantages over ns : Which is the next 
Particular that I come now to ſpeak to——viz. 

Secondly, The Danger and Miſchief we incur by the 
Negle& of this Vertue. 

And this is ſo Great, and ſo very Certain, as that no 
wiſe Man can anſwer ic to his own Diſcretion, that fhall 
continue this Folly 2ny longer, at the Expence of his own 
and Religion's Security : For this Union of our AﬀeCtions 
is ſo neceſſary to the Safety ot Both, that (like the main 
Bulwarks of a Fort) if it ſtands, there is no danger from 
without z but if we pull it down, we lay our ſelves open 
to all the Malice and Miſchiefs of Men, that will be ſure to 
attack us with Fire and Faggot. The Prophet Micah 
threatens the Jews with a Deſtruction that ſhoud ariſe 
within themſelves; Thy caſting down, ſays he, ſhall be in the 
midſt of thee; by which he means, either that tho* no Fo- 
reign Enemy oppos'd them, yet they ſhou'd come to no- 
thing thro” their mutual Quarrels and Diviſions; or elſe 
that their contending among themſelves ſhou'd make them 
fall an eaſier Prey to a Foreign Sword : Which is a Judg- 
ment fo ſuitable to our preſent Circumſtances, and fo 
lately likely to have been the Caſe of this Nation, that I 
cannot but preſs the conſideration of it upon you, as a Mo- 
tive to teach you to be wiſer hereafter, than to continne 
thoſe Animoſities any longer, which had almoſt ruin'd us, 
and will do ſo ſtill, if we purſue them. Solomon tells us 
(and we necd not be aſham'd to learn Wiſdom from kim) 
That Reproof enteretb more into a Wiſe Man, than an bundred 
ſtripes into a Fool ; meaning, I ſuppoſe, that the only ſhew- 
ing a Prudent Man his Folly or Danger, was Caution e- 
nough to ſecure him trom ever falling into the like again ; 
but that Fools would be guilty again even of the ſame brui- 
tiſh Extravagancies for which they had ſmarted before : 
That we may pot therefore fall under the impntation of 
fo much Indiſcretion, eſpecially in a thing that ſo nearl 
concerns us, we ſhou'd do well to take a wiſe Mans Courſe 
in this Cafe, by making our former Danger a warning to 
us, never to come into the like Condition tor the Future; 
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The World has long ſince entertain'd but a mean Opinion 


of the Engliſh Wiſdom ; we ſpeak and look gravely, ſome of 


vs indeed, they ſay, as Men that underſtood our own Intereſt ; 
but that we carry only the formal ſigns of Wiſdom, or elſe we 
wou'd never have ſufler'd our ſelves in the late Reigns to have 
been made ſuch Tools of, as to carry on the Deſigns of our 
profeſs'd Enemies, by falling together by the Ears, and giving 
one another all the il] Language imaginable ; and that for no 
other reaſon in the world, but becauſe they deſir'd it ſhou'd 
be fo: A piece of good nature certainly, for which they can- 
not but always havea wonderful reſpect for us, whatever they 
think of our Wiſdom. Solomon indeed has told vs, That 
vain is the Net ſpread in the ſight of any Bird : and one wou'd 
be apt to think ſo truly, had we not ſeen the contrary in ſome 
very remarkable Inſtances; where Men (otherwiſe of fore- 
ſight) cov'd yet ſuffer themſelves to be decoy'd into a Snare 
that was openly enough laid by our late bungling Polititians. 
I need not explain my ſelf in this particolar, ſince he that will 
but take the Pains to look back into the Hiſtory of the late 
Times, and there conſider the danger of our Circumſtances, 
with our unaccountable Behaviour under them, will be able 
to gueſs what I mean. We have great reaſon therefore, when 
we refle& upon our Miſcarriage, in this particular (inſtead of 
endeavouring to defend or renew them) to confeſs ingenuouſly 
with David in another caſe, and ſay, O Lord, take away the Ini- 
quity of thy Serwants, for we have done very fooliſhly. But then it 
1s impoſſible to convince the World of our Experience in this 
Point, unleſs we take vp the conſtant and general Profeſſion 
of this Vertue of Charity ; by which we ſhall not only ſtreng- 
then our own Cauſe, but weaken the hands, and confound the 
Devices of our Enemies. For as Moſes tells the People of 1/- 
rael, with reſpe&t to their obedience to the Divine Laws in 
general, ſo ſay I to you, of the PraQtice of this Grace in parti- 
cular, Keep therefore and do it, for this is your Wiſdom and your 
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Underſtanding in the (3ght of the Nations ,, that ſo when they ſee peur.4 5. 


our mutual Love and Agreement,cordeſcending to, and bear- 
ing with the Infirmities of one another, and endeavouring to 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace,they may ſay of 
us,aS he goes on, Surely this great Nation ts a wiſe and underſt and- 
ing People. And having thus gone over the two Firſt Particu- 
larf, I come now to the third and laſt, E Thirds 


| Sermon Preached 


Thirdly, The applying them' tothe Preſent Time & Occaſion. 
And now, Gentlemen, I am: to' ſpeak to you, not meerly 

as Members of our Church, but as a Society combin'd together 
on! purpoſe, as it were, for the Cultivation'of ſome of theſe 
Vertues recommended by the Apoſtle, eſpecially that of Bro- 
therly-kindneſs, as it contains the Love we owe to one another, 
and our Charity toi'the'Poor. Bur as I queſtion nor, but the 
Glory of God, and the Honour of Religion, as well as the 
Good of our Brethren, has been and is the Deſign. of this $0- 
ciety, ſo I ſhall 'take the Liberty to recommend to you, as 
fuch, this Vertue of Gedlineſs, as it has been explain in this 
Diſcourſe, We cannot bat with at infinite regret and hor- 
ror, refle& upon the'Outrages that are ſtill done Publickly 
to Religion, notwithanding all the Care the Government 
has taken to ſuppreſs then! ; and F know no Remedy ſo like- 


ly to pnt aſtop to this-Inſolence,as our uniting all our Forces,, 


and: appearing vigorouſly in defence of thoſe Truths which 
theſe Men laugh at; and endeavour to run down. As forus of 
the Clergy, whatever we have or can ſay, in defence of our 
Religion, it is-excepted againſt, as coming front Men that 
(as they ſay) are byaſs'd'in the Caſe : They tell us*tis we that 
have Palm'd theſe DoArines upon the World, and that there- 
fore it is unreaſonable that we ſhould be appeal'd to as Judges, 
who have an Intereſt in the Cauſe : Nay, ſome of theſe Yer- 
zuoſa's\go'ſo:far as to affirm, That all the Articles of the Chri- 


- ſtizn Religion,as they are diſtinguiſh'd'from thoſe'of Nature, 
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are but the Revelations of Prieſtcraft ; and that beſide the Be- 
ing of a God and his Providence, and perhaps the DoAtrine 
of Future Rewards aud Puniſhments (and ſome of *em will 
not own ſo much ) there are no other Artictes of Faith, but 
what have been made ſo by the Knavery of the Gown, Theſe 
are things, they ſay, we maintain, becanfe they maintain vs ; 
for that under Pretence of Inſtrutting the World, we are but 
Sacrificing to our own Net. In ſhort, They ſay of all that belong 
to our Profeſſion, as- one of the Unitarians ſaid of the late 
Archbiſhop and otters, That we are the Penſioners of the World, 
and that we bave a mighty propenſity to believe as it 1s for our Turn 
end Intereſt——That we are fo much under the Power of ſuch fatal 
Byafſes, that our Do@rine 1s the more to be faſpeFed, becauſe it vs 
0u5-— And tha: the only Reaſon we have to maintain theſe Opini- 

- . ons, 
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ons. #; becauſe we mnt; Well, the Pfonher Malay, lam fare, 

tells us Rn in BT. of old” things ufetto'be far otherwiſe ; 

that' the Zips of the Prieſt ſhould preſerve Knowledge, and that yg, 

others were to ſeek the Law at'their Mouths. But it ſeems all the 

Knowledge our Adverſaries arc pleas'd to allow us now, is. 

only a greater Cunning to impoſe; and that, of alt orhers,, the. 

Truthis leaſt to be ſought at our Mouths, berauſe (asthey ſay) 

*tis our Intereſt to deceive. WilK it not” then, Gentlemen, be- 

come yon, upon all occaſions, the more earneſtly, to ſtand'up 

for the Intereſt of Religion, and the Honour of Almighty 

God, from which we are Excluded, as Men'too much byaſs'd 

to be allow'd ? For how unjaffly foever they are prejudic'd 

againſt us in this particular, they can taveno ſuch Exception 

againſt you : Let me beſeech'you- therefore, as you are uni- 

ted together ina Body, to''carry-on the *Great and Noble 

Vertues of Brotherly-kindnefs and Charity, fo that whilſt you 

mind your Brother, yon would' not forget your. God': And 

as there are many'amongſf you-ef great Qyality and Parts, of 

great Eſtates and Power, fo yorrwonld ntukeuſe af all rhioſe 

Qualifications to Brow-beat this infolent Devil of Irreligion 

and Prophanefs, which yet dares brave the:-Power of the Ma- 

giſtrate, and rhe Thander of the Almighty. 7 hope there is 

no one here that thinks theſe things either beneath or foreign 

to his Care,or that will ſay of his Maker, as Joaſh did of Baal, 

If be be a God, let bim' plead for bhimfelf ; for ſo he will. to, be Judg.6.31. 

ſare ; He wilt take his time tv call ref inſolent Sinners to 

account ; butin the mean time He expe&s that we ſhou'd do 

ſomething too; to ſhew that we eſteem nothing fo valuable 

as his Honour, or any Truths worth defending ſo much, as 

thoſe he has reveal'd. It is well known, Gentlemen, that our 

Anceſtors in the: County of Kent, in ancient Time always laid 

Claim to the Firſt Rank (as the moſt Hononrable, becauſe the 

moſt Dangerous Poſt) in Battel ; we have here then the op- 

portunity of more than Rivalling the Glory of their Station, 

by engaging firſt in defence of a glorious Cauſe, that is At-._ 

tack'd by (a Valiant, 7 will not ſay, but by) a Foo-hardy and 

deſperate Enemy ; Fool-hardy F call *em,” becauſe they loſe 

all that can be valuable to a Man, if they are Routed, and yet 

, would gatn by the Vitory nothing. Come'on then, Gentle- 

men, and-let us play the Men for God, and for the Glory of 
his 
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his Name ; and conclude with good-Joſhua, That if it ſeem 
Evil, or Fooliſh, to Others to Reverence or Obey God, ler 
them-ſerve whom they pleaſe 3 but that we and our Houſes, 
and all that belongs to us, will ſerve the Lord. 

And having thus conſulted the Honour of God, and made 
it the chiefeſt of our Care .to diſcourage all Prophaneſs and 
Irreligion, it is time then to look after our Brother, and to 
add to our God!ineſs, Brotberly-kindneſs and Charity. But I ſhall 
have the leſs need to preſs the Practice of this Second Duty 
upon you, that of Brotherly-kindneſs, 1 mean, ſince *ris pro- 
felſedly the Deſign of your Society to advance it. The mu- 
tual Endearment of one to another, and the ſweet and char- 
ming Entercourſes of Friendſhip, have been already begun 
and carried on, to the great Honour of Religion ; and will 
in time be to that PerfeQion, I hope, by the laudable Emu- 
lation of the ſeveral Honourable Societies of this Nation, 
that we may once more retrieve the Glory of Religion, by 
adding this loſt Vertue to it again; that ſo we may 1ook like 
the Primitive Times once more: And all that live round 
about us, obſerving the Tenderneſs, the mutual AfﬀeQtions, 
the Readineſs to pardon Injuries, and to do Good againſt 
them, and the unfained Concern we have for one anothers 
Happineſs and Proſperity, may ſay of us, as they did of old, 
See bow theſe Chriſtians love.one another ! And then for thar 
other part of Brotberly-kindneſs, viz. The: doing Good to, 
and Relieving the Neceſſities and Wants of the Poor, this is 
a Grace that has been ſo mightily promoted of late years in 
this happy Nation, and has been made the Care and Buſineſs 
of ſo many great Communities, yea, I may ſay of Prince and 
People, that our Enemies have no reaſon now (as they did for- 
merly) to make Enquiry after our Proteſtant Charity. You your 
ſelves, Gentlemen, are able to vindicate our Religion trom 
this Aſperſion, by what you have already done of this nature. 
Go on then, to be ſtill Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the Lame; 
to deal your Bread to the Ftungry, and your Drink to the Thirſty 5 
which the Apoſtle tells us, is a Sacrifice well-pleaſing and accep- 
table:to God ; yea, ſoacceptable, that he hath promis'd never 
to forget it, or them that offer it ; for. ſo the Pſalmiſt tells 
us, That the Righteous (that is, the Liberal ) ſhall be bad im 
Everlaſiing Remembrainte : ©. And fo the Angel tells _— 
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That bis Prayers an4 his Alms were bad 14 Remembrance in the 


gh of Ged;, and the Author of the Epiſtle to:the. Hebrews, Heb. 6.10, 


hat God is not unrighteous, to forget your Work and Labcur of 
Love, which ye ſhew:d towards his Name, #n that ye have mint- 
fired to the Saints, and do miniſter - So that if we ſuffer the 
Poor to reap ſome of our Temporal things, we may promiſe 
our ſelves a good Reward from him that has ſaid, He that gt- 
veth tothe Poor, lendeth to the Lord 5 and wh-tever he fo be- 


ſtows, ſhall be paid kim again ;, for he has been pleas'd in theſe 


words publickly to own himſelf a Debtor to the Mercitul 
Man ; and you may be ſure of the performance of Covenants 
from him, whoſe Truth and Word never fails; for tho Hea- 
ven and Earth paſs away, yet bis Word ſhall not paſs away. And 
When we have gone thus far, Gentlemen, viz. to Vindicate the 
Honour of God, and to ſecure the Subſiſtence of our poor 
Brother; Shall we take one-Step farther, and to our Godline/5 
and Brotherly-kingneſs, add Charity, i. e. A neal Tenderncis 
and Concern cven tor thofſ: that moſt differ trom us in Opint- 
ons and Sentiments of Religion? To Do and Practice this 
upon all occaſions, will bring a greater and more laſting Ho- 
nour upon our Country, than it enjoys vpon the account of 
its more greater Priviledges, which it poſſeſſes above others : 
For to do good to Enemies, or to thoſe we may be apt to 
eſteem ſo, is to arrive at the higheſt Pinacle of Religion, and 
then we ſhall be as a Candle ſet upon a Candleſtick, or as a City 
upon a Hill ,, and among a crooked and perverſe Generalion, among 
which we live, ſhall ſhine as Lights in the World, Ard when we 
have gone thus far, there will ſcarce remain any thing for me 
ſo muchas to wiſh for yon 3 for all Blefſings both Temporal 
and Spirirual, are the Hand-maids of theſe Cardinal- Vertues : 
For to Praiſe thefe, is to be in aftual Poſſeſſion of the Xing- 
dom of Heaven and the Righteouſneſs thereof, (as our Saviour 


meant theſe words) and then we are aſſured by the ſame in- . 


fallible Oracle, That all other things ſhall be added mitous, To 
which happy Eſtate, by the conſtant praiſe of theſe Vertues, 
that we may all arrive, God of his infinite Mercy and. Good- 
nels, grant, Amen, 
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